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|IP Strategy Iin Europe

Since the early 1990s the European Union has engaged
In a process of rapid harmonisation and unification of
IPR laws among EU member states

This regulatory framework removes trade barriers among
member states. It also reduces expenses and
uncertainty for EU and foreign companies when
protecting their IP in Europe.

Simplification is vital. The introduction of just one
application to enjoy EU-wide protection is a major
achievement.




|IP Strategy Iin Europe

European-wide systems created in the areas of
trademarks (OHIM), industrial designs (OHIM), plant
variety protection (CPVO) and Geographical Indications
and patents

The establishment of the European Patent Office (EPO)
dates back to 1973 and is now one of the leading patent
offices in the world

a strong and harmonised framework of IP laws
providing an environment which fosters innovation and

competitiveness.




|IP Strategy Iin Europe

EU and Member States actively engaged in decreasing the cost of IP
registration within Europe for a system more affordable, in particular for
SMEs.

but without a proper enforcement environment, IP rights obtained will have little
value.

? 9 March 2004, the EU adopted the Directive on the Enforcement of

Intéllectual Property Rights. This harmonises enforcement legislation inside
the EU. It also revises Customs Regulations in order to improve and
strengthen the fight against counterfeiting and piracy.

» 10 November 2004 the EC adopted a new strategy for IPR
erfforcement in third countries.

>=) enables countries to fulfil TRIPS requirements and raises awareness
of the implication of non-fulfilment.

== take into account the different needs and levels of development of
third countries.

== It is accompanied by the provision of trade-related technical
assistance.




Major IPR Programmes of the European
Commission in Asia

EC-ASEAN Intellectual Property Rights Co-operation
Programme (ECAP Il)

2000 - 2006 extended until the end of 2007 (for

Regional, Cambodia, Laos & Vietham components)

Intellectual property programme for ASEAN
EUR 9.0 million (EC-funding 7.5)
Implemented by the EPO and OHIM

Programme Management Unit (PMU) at the Thal
Ministry of Commerce

Programme Secretariat at EPO in Munich




Major IPR Programmes of the European
Commission in Asia

EU-CHINA Project on the Protection of Intellectual
Property Rights ( EU-CHINA IPR2)

2007-2011 (launched on 27 November 2007)
Intellectual Property programme for China with main

focus on IPR protection and enforcement
EUR 16.275 million (EC-funding 10.85 EUR) budget

Implemented by the EPO in cooperation with the
OHIM

Ministry of Commerce, Department of Treaty and Law
as executing authority on the Chinese side

Technical Assistance Unit at Beijing
Programme Secretariat at EPO in Munich




The ECAP Il Programme

Recipients/partners

Regional component
All ASEAN Countries (except Myanmar)

National components
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Tha iland
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam (started on 1 March 2005)

Objectives:
1) Enhance trade between EU and ASEAN

2) Enhance intra-ASEAN trade

By improving the investment climate through strengthening of IPR
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- The Four Pillars -

Legal framework

Assistance in preparing new laws, regulations, decrees, guidelines,
etc.

Administration

Improving infrastructure of IP offices, automation and databases (ex:
EPOQUE NET, ASEAN TM Online Search on www.surfip.gov.sq,
etc.) training of staff, study tours, development of IP profession,
regional development of Gl registration, etc.

Enforcement

Assistance in court specialisation, training of judiciary, customs,
Inter-agencies co-operation, private-public sectors co-operation,
iInformation dissemination, etc.

Awareness

Activities raising the IPR awareness among relevant circles and the
general public (Seminar, Exhibitions, Newsletters, IP curricula and
teaching materials, creation of the AUNIP, Website, e-News, DVD
on IPR in local languages, translation of books and materials, etc.)




Activities Total: 316

.

Countries
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From the pyramid
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....to the dynamic circle

Enforcement ublic Awareness

Administration Legal framework
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Implementation of activities:

Based on annual regional and national workplans disc ussed with and
approved by ASEAN partners countries

Organisation of activities drawing from expertise fr om Europe and ASEAN

Member States of the European Union (patent and tra  demarks offices, Ministry of
Agriculture, Polices, Customs, etc.), EPO, OHIM, as  sociations, private sector,
European Chambers of Commerce, etc.

Drawing on expertise form ASEAN (IP Court, Thai GI  Division, Universities, private
sector, etc.)

Co-ordination with other donors and/or technical as sistance programmes

EU and Member States programmes, USPTO, WIPO, Switz erland, JPO/JETRO,
Japanese Foundation, UPOV, IP Australia, etc

and private sector : European Chambers of Commerce and EU Member
States local Chambers, Association of right-holders (MARQUES, Union
des Fabricants, etc.), right-holders and IP practitioners, FICPI (SEAD), etc
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raining of trainers:
From unilateral information

for a better understanding and use

better practices and expertise...

to a multilateral sharing of experiences and
expertises

and appropriation of IP developments
















An example of national strategic plan on IPR:
Thai Operationnal Strategies

(Thai Department of Intellectual Property strategy 20  07-2010)

1/"Promoting creation and commercial exploitation o f
|P”
1.1 Creating public awareness

(seminars, creating networks, encourage creation, contests on innovation, etc.)

1.2 Developing working systems of the IP Centre
-IP Information Centre (IPIC) for access on IP data
-IP Training Centre (IPTC)

Supporting IP management with the IP Central Market Centre (IPMC) and
internet website for business negotiation

Promoting creation of IP Management Offices in educational institutions

1.3 promotion of capitalisation of IP
-Training entrepreneurs and personnel in financial institutions on IP valuation
-Develop mobile unit for receiving loan applications in provincial areas
-Incubation training for entrepreneurs




Thal Operationnal Strategies
(DIP strategy 2007 -2010)

2/ “Developing IP protection systems towards compre hensive efficiency”

2.1 Developing systems for protection of IP and IP registration services
-Developing Patent database with link to the EPOQUE database of the EPO to facilitate examination
-Develop E-registration
-Promote registration of Geographical Indications (GIs)

-Develop capacity of IP agents and IP professionals
-Develop mobile units to receive applications in provincial areas

2.2 Reform of IP Laws
(draft law on traditional knowledge, amend the Trade Secret law, etc.)

2.3 Promoting protection of Thai IP abroad
-Preparing accession to international agreements ( Paris Convention, PCT and Madrid Protocol)

Thai people able to register IP in foreign countries with “convenience, speediness and time and
cost effectiveness”)

-Holding seminars and training for Thai entrepreneurs and exporters to educate them on procedures
for registration of IP in Thailand major economic partners countries

-Creating co-operation in IP and making MOUs with other countries for preventing and solving
infringement of Thai IP abroad

-Creation of special units to provide consultancy and information to private sector regarding the
registration of IP in foreign countries as well as able to receive complaints and giving assistance
for infringement problems




Thai Operationnal Strategies
(DIP strategy 2007-2010)

3/ Preventing and suppressing IP infringement

- Building network and co-operation among State and private agencies
for prevention and suppression of IP infringements

- Enforce the Production of CD Products Act 2005
- Launching public awareness campaigns for a better respect of IPRs

- Setting up collective societies for copyright and solving copyright
iInfringement problems

- Promoting, through educational seminars and training, amicable
mediation and alternative disputes resolutions on IP




Further Co-operation needed

= ASEAN countries and ASEAN Secretariat have requested fo  r an
ECAP Il

Regional Programming (2007-2013) of the EC foresees| PR co-
operation

also

FTA Negotiation EU-ASEAN (as well as EU-Korea and EU  -India)

Trilateral initiatives EU-JAPAN-US on IPR protection and
enforcement

ASEM and APEC dialogues, etc.




Major IPR Programmes of the European
Commission in Asia

2009 — 2013 (to start in coming months)
Intellectual property programme for ASEAN
EUR 5.1 million

Implemented by the EPO

Programme Management Unit (PMU) at the Thali
Ministry of Commerce

Programme Secretariat at EPO in Munich













For more information:

Stéphane PASSERI

EC-ASEAN IPR Co-operation Programme (ECAPII) Office
c/o Thai Department of Intellectual Property (DIP)

Ministry of Commerce, 7 th Floor, Room 10708
44/100 Sa Nam Bin Nam Road, Muang District

Nonthaburi 11 000, Thailand
Mobile: (668) 7 93 77 839

E-mail: stefpasseri@hotmail.com $ spasseri@ecap?2.net

Website:
. ECAP Il: www.ecap-project.org
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